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The Vietnam War
[bookmark: _GoBack]Vietnam War was such a costly conflict that involved South Vietnam and the United States; these two countries were allies fighting against the communist government of North Vietnam. The cold war involving the Soviet Union and the United States greatly intensified the Vietnam War. Over 3 million individuals, among them, were 58000 Americans that got killed in the Vietnam War, and the painful part of it is that it was estimated almost half of all the fatalities were Vietnamese civilians (Duiker, W. J. 2018). The significant opposition to the war back in the United States greatly divided the masses President Richard Nixon ordered the withdrawal of the United States of America forces in 1973. The communist forces ended the war by seizing the control of South Vietnam in 1975; later on, Vietnam was unified as the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in 1976. 

The ends are usually the objectives in the national strategy that a nation, leadership or a particular ruler wishes to ultimately accomplish. In the example of Vietnam War, the war has its roots in the period when its leader by then Ho Chi Minh who had been inspired by the Chinese and Soviet communism decided to form the League for The Independence of Vietnam. Earlier on Japanese forces had invaded Vietnam, and also during the same time the country was under French occupation. As World War 2 raged on, Japan was defeated with the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the US forces. Consequently, Japan had to withdraw its forces from Vietnam, giving the French an opportunity to remain the ones controlling the territory. By then emperor Bao Dai was the one controlling Vietnam; it is worth noting that this emperor was well educated (Le Espiritu, Y. 2014).
In 1946, US warships were used to ferry the French troops to Vietnam. Hence they got control of major cities such as Haiphong and Saigon. Viet Minh was controlling the countryside of Vietnam. When Vietnam’s independence was being declared, the Viet Minh had about 2000 troops. On the arrival of French soldiers, the Viet Minh steadily increased the recruitment of its forces. By the close of 1940s Viet Minh had accumulated hundreds of thousands of soldiers in readiness to fight for their cause.  
In 1949 the French established a government entity to rival Ho Chi Minh and instating Bao Dai as the head of state. This, later on, resulted in the Indochina conflict that lasted from 1946-1954. For instance, in the battle of Dien Bien Phu, the Viet Minh called forth for massive offensive On Dien Bien Phu and quickly shattered French defensive then, later on, ended the war (Duiker, W. J. 2018). Due to this defeat, the French had to reach for a peace agreement in Geneva on 20th July of 1954, where the French had to relinquish control of Northern Vietnam. Consequently, Vietnam was divided into two territories, North Vietnam and South Vietnam. Emperor Bao Dai ruled South Vietnam, and Ho Chi Minh administered North Vietnam (Logevall, F. 2014).
By the Geneva agreement, it was stipulated that Vietnam would once again be a single entity and hence election was scheduled for 1956 whereby North and South Vietnam would elect their government that would, later on, become to be Vietnam government. The US sense that the communist would be likely to win the election because the North had a larger population as opposed to the south. Hence the US did not sign the Geneva accord but came up with an alternative treaty known as the Southeast Asia Treaty. The agreement extended the allies protection over the Southeast Asian countries if there was a communist takeover. This was a significant objective for US involvement in the Vietnam War. 
To have complete prevention of communism in Vietnam, the United States replaced Emperor Bao Dai with Ngo Dinh Diem as the ruler of South Vietnam Diem renamed South Vietnam to be the Republic of Vietnam. US decision of putting Diem to power was the most significant error ever mace. It allowed North Vietnam to increase its strength. Also, Diem's corrupt ruling put the US to shame. Just after being elected Diem claimed that his new government was being attacked by the communists from the north.
At the onset of late 1957, and with the help of the American military, Diem started to counter-attack. Diem made good use of the assistance provided by the Central Intelligence Agency, in identifying those individuals who sought to bring his government tumbling down, he arrested thousands of people.
To make sure that Diem remained in power, the United States created the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (Short, A. 2014). The main task of this group was to prevent the spreading of communist party ideology in the South. However, the rise in Viet Minh followers in South Vietnam gave way to a higher risk in the communist overthrowing the government. In retrospect, the Viet Cong formed the National Liberation Front (NLF) with the plot of overthrowing Diem. This group trained using the guerrilla tactics; it was popularly known as People's Liberation Armed Forces.
Due to fears of US involvement in South Vietnam affairs, the National Liberation Front considered holding back their rebellion, this can also be attributed to the fact that they got advice from the North. It is worth remembering that, when the National Liberation Front was patiently waiting for the unification of Vietnam, the United States was busy planning how to build up forces of South Vietnam (Logevall, F. 2014). The US had, the secretly placed spies in North Vietnam territory to peddle rumors that the communist was plotting to begin the persecution of Catholics. This resulted in a majority of Catholics to move into South Vietnam.
The Saigon war began in January 1963; at this time South Vietnamese allies suffered a significant loss. Even though the battle was a victory for the allies, they endured a great defeat. ARVN troops went to the battlefield with 2000 soldiers as opposed to NLF who had only 350 soldiers. The ARVN had advanced weaponry and machinery but had the highest fatalities of 61 as opposed to NLF who just had 12 causalities (Short, A. 2014). This episode a public outcry in the United States that even went on to question the involvement of the US in the war. To appease the citizens, President Kennedy announced that he was going to send US Special Forces to occupy the territory of South Vietnam and also reinforce the ARVN infantry.
Diem, later on, attempted to cut off the peasant recruitment strategies that had been adopted by the NLF. Diem forced his people in the villages with secure government surveillance. The administration was left with Diem's brother known as Nhu. Nhu deliberately abused authority; he even convicted the peasants with outrageous charges. These turn of events made the peasants to neglect the ARVN cause, and most of them became allies of NLF. President Kenedy of the US observed that the new policies adopted by Diem were the catalyst in increasing NLF recruitment. Since Kenedy had an interest in maintaining influence in South Vietnam, he supported general Dong Van Minh to carry out a coup d'etat against Diem and was the primary cause of the murder of Nhu and Diem on November 1, 1963 (Logevall, F. 2014).
Lyndon Johnson succeeded President Kennedy; Johnson was of the view that North Vietnam had been behind the Southern Vietnam communist rebellion. Johnson took actions that later on escalated the war between the United States and North Vietnam. Johnson had ordered bombing raids to be conducted and also navy surveillance. President Johnson thought that these acts would scare North Vietnam and eventually forcing them to back down their offensives. On the contrary, these actions had only the effect of heightening the hostilities North Vietnam had concerning the United States; it brought full-scale war with the United States (McMaster, H. R. 2018).
North Vietnams first rebellion towards the United States was in 1964 when North Vietnam fired on a United States destroyer. This act made tensions to rise in the United States, prompting President Johnson to continue offensive actions on North Vietnam territory. North Vietnam army was strengthened with an air strike on Hanoi; this occurred while Russian premier Aleksey Kosygin was visiting North Vietnam. Following this incident, Russia pledged to support North Vietnam on its campaign against the United States.
Due to the increased engagement of the United States in the war, North Vietnam saw there was a need to fight back. It is worth noting that the increased number of troops supporting South Vietnam was posing a significant threat to North Vietnam. For instance, by 1969 the US had already stationed almost 543000 soldiers in South Vietnam. In preparation for war, the NLF and the communists in North Vietnam joined forces. They had resolved not to allow a foreign nation to take over the rule of Vietnam (McMaster, H. R. 2018).
The battle in the la Drang Valley of 1965 became one of the most historic war during the Vietnam War. It is this battle that set the stage for new war tactics to be employed by North Vietnam. The war had caused a lot of unnecessary causalities; hence the new war tactics of North Vietnam required to have a complex strategy (Le Espiritu, Y. 2014). For instance, surprise attacks and then withdrawing as quickly as possible to avoid the impact of the American firepower. This tactic employed by North Vietnam, made the United States to change its offensive battle plans as it was deemed unnecessary. Hence the United States relied on air strike tactics to take an advantageous position in the war, though this war tactic was later on abandoned by the United States as it feared that if China and Russia got involved both communist regimes, they would support Northern Vietnam.
The aggressiveness of the Viet Cong made North Vietnam initiate the Tet Offensive strategy to try and secure their victory in the Vietnam War. The Tet offensive had begun on the Vietnamese Lunar New Year celebrations in 1968 (McMaster, H. R. 2018).  During this time all the ARVN troops rallied home to share moments with their families, hence prolonging the war. Also at this time, the United States troops had taken leave from war thus placing them in the most vulnerable position in the war. With all the advantages lying on the side of North Vietnam, the NLF decided to launch attacks towards South Vietnam.  
It is estimated that almost 85000 NLF troops attacked the unarmed ARVN together with the US troops that were stationed in Camps. The NLF invaded the US embassy located in Saigon. During the Tet offensive, many lives of innocent people were claimed. The NFL was held accountable for the deaths of innocent South Vietnamese, in response to this ARVN hunted and killed NLF members that had been linked to the massive killings. As a retaliatory act, the United State devised a plan of searching and destroying the My Lai town of Son My village that was located in the Quango Ngai province of South Vietnam, the challenge posed to this idea, was how the United States Forces were going to handle the civilians that might be encountered at My Lai. The Charlie Company, one of the units of the US Light Infantry Brigade was ordered in 1968, to combat under the orders of Captain Ernest Medina. The group that composed of 150 soldiers, stormed into the village and after four hours, close to 500 civilians that were unarmed were dead, this was a massacre that later on haunted the conscience of the US and the American people
 The compassion for the innocent lives that had been lost due to the attack by the Charlie Company created a greater rift between the United States government and its people. Though the commanding officers that had ordered the killing were found guilty of their actions and eventually given the retribution due to them, the damage had already been done. Americans in their millions protested about the war and put a lot of pressure to the State. With the continued negative public opinion about US engagement in the war, the state eventually found it not in their best interest to proceed with the Vietnam War, as those actions were not representing what the United States was fighting for. As a result of the Tet offensive, the US negotiated and weighed all its options.
After thorough negotiation, the United States eventually felt that it had nothing to gain from the war and hence wanted to withdraw its forces from Vietnam. This was not going to happen quickly as the US was already deep in the war and thus felt a sense of obligation for them to continue supporting South Vietnam. The president of America, Nixon had assured the citizens that he would withdraw American troops in Vietnam. One strategy that he adopted was Vietnamization, whereby the US would withdraw its forces slowly to allow the ARVN to continue with the battle. This strategy did not work out as the NLF were strong. Another ploy that Nixon adopted was the bombing of Cambodia and Laos which were occupied by the NLF. This bombing had the effect of giving the ARVN time to strengthen their army. 
In 1971, Nixon ordered air strike along with ARVN troops to Laos to stop the NLF movement; this was a failure as ARVN lost 9000, troops hence depleting their army. In 1972, North Vietnam saw weakened US troops, and ARVN, therefore, decided to carry out a major offensive against South Vietnam. Nixon then ordered the bombing of North Vietnam claiming at least 100000, communist troops. Due to the great massacre negotiation for peace was considered. And on March 1973, the very last of US troops withdrew from Vietnam, hence marking the end of the war.

















References

Duiker, W. J. (2018). The communist road to power in Vietnam. Routledge.
Le Espiritu, Y. (2014). Body Counts: The Vietnam War and Militarized Refugees. Univ of California Press.
Logevall, F. (2014). The origins of the Vietnam War. Routledge.
McMaster, H. R. (2018). Dereliction of Duty: Johnson, McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the lies that led to Vietnam. HarperCollins.
Short, A. (2014). The origins of the Vietnam War. Routledge.
